
    

          

February Services 

Sunday, February 19th  |  10:30AM 
“Prayer as a [UU] Spiritual Discipline 
[?]” 
Led by Preacher in Residence, the Rev.  
Suzanne Wasilczuk 
Unitarian Universalist chaplain Kate Braestrup 
tells us that “what prayer, at its best and at our 
best, has always done… is help us to live  
consciously, honorably, and compassionately.”   

How might we reconsider our stance  
toward that word, and that practice of, prayer?   

 

Sunday, February 26th  |  10:30AM 

“A Matter of Virtue” 

Led by Richard Olson, guest speaker 

Ancient think tanks promoted the notion that 

human character is best measured by our virtues 

and not by our wealth, power, and fame.  

 

Please note:  This service will only be available 

in person, and will be neither recorded nor 

livestreamed.  

Sunday, February 5, 2023  |  10:30AM  
“Give Them Hope, Not Hell” 
Potluck Sunday! 
Led by Preacher in Residence, the Rev. 
Suzanne Wasilczuk 
Is hope a chimera?  Wishful thinking?  Or is there a 
more substantial, more helpful, more hope-filled yet 
realistic way to view hope?   

Reflections abound.  

 
 
Sunday, February 12th  |   10:30AM 
“Love, Love, Hurray for Love” 
Led by Preacher in Residence, the Rev.  
Suzanne Wasilczuk 
All ages service—no RE or Youth Group today 
Valentine’s Day is looming.  Hearts.  Flowers. 
Cards.  Romantic dinners. Love songs aplenty. But 
romantic love is only one of the many sorts of love 
we may experience in our lifetime.   

“Love is the doctrine of this church,” we say. 

 

    Let’s explore love today as a whole community in 
this all-ages service. 

 

    The Circuit Writer                      
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        From the Board Table 

      HELP WANTED. Filling lay leadership 

positions in the church is among the responsibili-

ties of the board. Working through the Nominat-

ing Committee to propose new board members is 

an annual process. It’s never too early in the 

church year to start to identify possible candi-

dates. A good way to begin is to have a member 

self-identify as a candidate. The rewards of board 

service make the work required worthwhile. 

There is no better way to understand how the 

church works and positively influence the future 

of the church than by serving on the board. This 

year we have two other key leadership positions 

which the board must fill: treasurer and steward-

ship chair.  

Church by-laws require that I step down as treas-

urer at the end of 2023, having served the maxi-

mum number of years allowed. By-laws permit 

us to have more than one individual in this role. 

Historically our treasurers have had diverse back-

grounds and financial experience. Comfort with 

numbers is probably the one common denomina-

tor. Main duties are reconciling checking and 

savings account bank statements monthly with 

the Congregational Administrator, providing a 

monthly report to the board of the church's finan-

cial status after analyzing the profit and loss  

financial reports and balance statement, reporting 

financial status of the church to the congregation 

quarterly (one of them being at the annual con-

gregational meeting), and serving on the church's 

Endowment Committee. Term is three years, 

which can be extended for three additional 

years. I would like to identify a successor early in 

this calendar year so the individual(s) can spend 

time shadowing me to become familiar with the 

cycle of work through the church year. If you are 

a “numbers person” who might be interested in 

using your talents to assist the church in this crit-

ical position, please contact me to investigate fur-

ther.   

We are also a seeking a new Stewardship Com-

mittee chair or co-chairs. We have been fortunate 

to have Carl Drake’s committed leadership for all 

the stewardship campaigns since the beginning of 

Rev. Brian Mason’s ministry. Under Carl’s guid-

ance these campaigns have consistently resulted 

in pledges that provided the major source of in-

come to allow us to meet our annual financial 

obligations. As Carl steps back from this role, we 

express our gratitude for the vision, dedication, 

and team building that Carl brought to the church 

as chair. We need to begin our next stewardship 

chapter now to do the planning necessary be 

ready for our 2024 stewardship campaign. Con-

sider this the first for call for anyone with fund-

raising experience or interest to come forward 

and assist in developing the plan for that cam-

paign. While a new chair or co-chairs is our most 

pressing need, we are also seeking additional 

committee members.  

Speaking of stewardship, a final request for help. 

First, thank you for all those who have made  

financial pledges in support of the church for 

2023. As of (use date compiling the CW), we 

have received 97 pledges totaling $253,670.77, 

which is 68% of our pledge goal.  To those of 

you who gave for 2022 but have not yet pledged 

for 2023, and new members who joined in the 

last year, please consider the importance of the 

church to you, and show your intent to financial-

ly support our church by making a pledge. Thank 

you.  

 

 Randy Jefferson 

 Treasurer, Board of Trustees 
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          Elementary Religious Education 

This month Elementary RE will be exploring the 
Soul Matters theme of "Widening the  
Circle" with stories, play, art, and more! Our  
Elementary RE group is open to children in 
grades K-6th grade. 

                                               Youth Group 

For youth in grades 7-12, Youth Group focuses 
on building relationships, creating a greater sense 
of belonging, and helping each other feel support-
ed in their spiritual journey through hands-on  
experiences and deep conversation. During  
February, the Youth Group will be exploring 
themes in Unitarian Universalism (e.g.: authentic 
communication, trust) through popular games.  

 

Elementary RE and Youth Group will not meet on 
February 12. Children and youth are invited to join 
their families that Sunday for an all-ages Valentine's 
Day service. 

 

      We Rock It! Book Club 

Geared for tweens and their families (caregivers, 
grandparents, etc), we meet weekly on Thursdays 
at 7:00 pm on Zoom, to discuss that month's 
graphic novel or chapter book. 

 Selections explore themes of equity, inclusion, 
justice, and celebrating the diversity of differing 
and intersecting identities, including race, ethnici-
ty, sexuality, faith, ability, class, and gender.  
February's book is Efrén Divided by Ernesto  
Cisneros.  
Email Jessica, jessica@uuwausau.org, for the 
Zoom link.                  

  We Rock It Book Club will not meet on February 16. 

             February Potluck! 

Our February potluck will be held after church 
on Sunday, February 5th. We do not have an  
official group sponsoring the potluck this time 
but we still want to move forward with this fun 
event of food, fun and fellowship.  

 Please let Sheryl Hemp know if you are 
able to help with set-up before the event or clean
-up afterwards. She can be reached at 
wishemp@aol.com - or call or text at (715)571-
0604.  Thank you for helping with this event! 

New UU: A Two Session series for  
Visitors and Newcomers  
Tuesdays, March 7 & 14, 7-8:30 p.m.  
RSVP and send questions to Carolyne Powers, 
carolyne@uuwausau.org  

Join Carolyne Powers, Membership and Involve-
ment Coordinator, Jessica Zimmer, Director of 
Religious Education, and special guests for a two 
session New UU class that surveys the history 
and heritage of Unitarian Universalism and UU 
Wausau. This series is designed for visitors and 
newcomers, but open to all who would like to 
learn more about Unitarian Universalism history, 
theology, and UU Wausau.  Dinner from Panera 
will be provided. 

March 7:   A Journey from Past to Present, Uni-
tarian Universalist History and Theology  
To understand where we are now culturally as a 
movement, in our philosophies and practices, 
and our place in the larger landscape of religious 
history, we'll give you an overview of Unitarian 
Universalism, its roots, and where we find our-
selves today. We will cover history, theology, 
and a bit of “polity” -- how we run ourselves and 
why we do it like that.  

March 14: UU Wausau, Past to Present  
In this session, you will be introduced to the his-
tory of UU Wausau and learn more about how 
currently this congregation understands the work 
of spiritual growth and social action, our worship 
traditions, how we connect and take care of each 
other, and what being “a member” entails.  

            February Early Risers  

After a wonderful time at Tri-City Restaurant in 
January, the Early Risers group will continue to 
meet there.   All women of the church are invited 
to gather for breakfast and conversation! 

When: Saturday, February 18th, at 8:30AM 

Where:  Tri-City Family Restaurant, 525 Grand 
Avenue, Schofield, 54476. 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/52507955-efr-n-divided?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=F1E2Bgn5Dn&rank=1
mailto:jessica@uuwausau.org
mailto:wishemp@aol.com
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Living Green 
February 2023 

 

 February.  North Central Wisconsin.  
Lackluster days fading into starless nights.  The 
wetland outside my window is a study in gray-
scale.  I crave color in the way that others crave 
chocolate or wine or a wild night on the town.  I 
yearn for the Sonoran Desert–my heart’s home–
where golden poppies are blanketing the slopes 
of the Superstition Mountains.  I have absurdly 
intense conversations on the subject of seed cata-
logs.   
 Last year we let half of the lawn go wild.  
We ended up with an impressive crop of  
ragweed.  This year we are determined to create a 
real meadow.  To avoid being ghosted by eco-
conscious friends who have already converted 
their lawns to regenerative landscapes, we will 
also consult outside resources, such as the Natu-
ral Heritage Conservation Office of the WDNR.  
  I cannot contemplate native plants with-
out aching for the species of insect pollinators 
endangered due to human hubris.  Yet, not all the 
entomological news is gloom.  Last month the 
USDA approved a vaccine to protect honeybees 
from the aggressive bacterium, American 
foulbrood.  Carolyne Powers, our Membership & 

Involvement Coordinator, recently told me about 
the Best Practices for Pollinators Summit of 
2023, a virtual conference to be held March 7 -9.  
(There is a modest registration fee.)   
 
A quick online search will generate more  
resources for preserving native plants and polli-
nators than I can name here, if fewer than the rag-
weed seeds in our lawn.  (Those website flower 
photos help to alleviate the grayscale doldrums.)  
May we continue to honor the “interdependent 
web of existence, of which we are all a part.” 
 
with heartfelt thanks, 
Donna Keuck for the EAG 
    
1.)  Order Native Plants to Aid Birds, Bees,  
Butterflies, and More 
 
2.) USDA Approves First Vaccine for Honeybees 
 
3.)  Best Practices for Pollinators 2023 
 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars for March 19:  
  Jim Scott performance! 

 Jim Scott, composer, guitarist, singer and 

activist will present “The Year to Save the 

Earth” in our sanctuary on Sunday morning, 

March 19. Jim’s lifework has been to create and 

perform music that celebrates peace, justice and 

the earth. From his work with the Paul Winter 

Consort where he co-wrote the celebrated Missa 

Gaia-Earth Mass and many other pieces, Jim has 

gone on to create an extensive body of work that 

includes seven albums of original music. He  

compiled and arranged The Earth and Spirit 

Songbook, an anthology of 110 songs of earth and 

peace written by himself and many contemporary 

songwriters. Several of his songs are included in 

our choir’s repertory list. 

 Jim has been an activist for years with his 

songs, poetry and short stories that address issues 

of ecology, justice and peace, all with insight and 

gentle wit. In 2002, Jim helped create the Green 

Sanctuary program with its accompanying hand-

book for building ecological/spiritual awareness 

in church congregations. He performs many  

benefit concerts and often appears at events,  

supporting environmental and peace causes with 

his music.   

 March 19th!! 

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/newsroom/release/42111
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/newsroom/release/42111
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/07/science/honeybee-vaccine.html
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/best-practices-for-pollinators-2023-tickets-467535991737
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The Caring Committee is in need of  
volunteers for the following services. You may 
volunteer without committing to serve on the  
committee.  
 
* Making a meal for a member or family in need 
* Making bars/cookies for memorial services  
(These are both reimbursable from our budget) 
* Helping to set up before or clean up after a  
 memorial service 

We are also asking for information on members  
who are turning 80 this next year.  The Caring 
Committee honors our members 80 and over with 
cards and flowers on major birthdays. 
 If you are interested in being added to our 
volunteer list, or if you know of someone who is 
turning 80, please contact Sara Eberlein at  
eberleins@charter.net 

 

 On Sunday, February 19th, the entirety of 

our plate offering will be collected and donated 

to Childcaring, a local organization. 

 Childcaring is comprised of community 

based experts who make child care work by:  

connecting families with child care services,  

developing child care professionals, and  

collecting data that impacts communities.   

Childcaring helps families find child care.  

Families receive a free customized list of regulat-

ed child care providers that match their criteria 

(age of the children, type of care, days/times care 

is needed, etc). They work to increase the child 

care supply in areas that may lack sufficient care, 

and offer technical assistance and training  

to potential and existing child care pro-

grams.  Childcaring helps community agencies 

develop solutions to the complex child care  

challenges in our service delivery area. 

  

 

 If you are not present for the service on 

February 19th, you can still donate to Childcaring 

by sending a check to UU Wausau with 

“Childcaring” or “CFC” in the memo line, or  

donating via our secure online giving form,  

selecting “CFC from the drop-down menu.  OR 

scan the QR code below! 

 Last month, you helped raise $267 for 

Mosaic.  Thank you for your generosity!   

  February Community Focus Collection 

      The Soup Sale is Back!   

 

 Abe Lincoln says “Why not celebrate my 
214th birthday by picking up some soup and nut 
bread at the UU church?”  The sale of your  
favorite soup and nut bread takes place on  
Sunday, February 12th in the reception area at 
church. 
 Your contribution of soup should be 
brought to the church in a labeled quart jar (extra 
jars will be available in the atrium prior to the 
sale). Bread should be a standard size loaf. 

 If you can’t be there on the 12th, but 
would still like to contribute, please bring your 
labeled soup and/or nut bread to the church and 
put it in the freezer in the kitchen.  
 Proceeds from the sale will go towards 
the purchase of additional listening assistive  
devices for the sanctuary.    Thank you! 

https://onrealm.org/uuwausau/-/form/give/online
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Social Justice & NAOMI Listening Session 
              Sunday, February 12 

Grab a cup of coffee after the service on Sunday, 
February 12, and head up to the Dining Fall as  
the UU Wausau Social Justice Committee and  
NAOMI team up for a Listening Session.  
NAOMI, a Wausau-based organization, stands  
for North Central Area Congregations Organized 
to Make an Impact. They aim to bring together 
communities of faith to create community, build 
leadership, and to identify and act on issues of  
injustice.  
 What do you feel are the major issues in 
the Wausau and surrounding area that need ad-
dressing? What do you think needs to happen? Is 
there something you are doing to help alleviate 
this? Does your group need help? Please attend 
this session, bringing your thoughts and ideas on 
how we can be a part of this change. 

Thank you to everyone who joined us at the Win-
ter Retreat, and an especially big thank you to the 
retreat organizers and hosts - Sally and Steve 
Schmidt! The Winter Retreat is a beloved UU 
Wausau tradition that has been happening for 40 
years. Starting from a spiritual parenting discus-
sion group, it has grown to include folks of all 
ages and will be back next January. 

  

 

  UU Wausau Winter Retreat 

Left: Skis propped up in a wintery scene 
outside the lodge 
Above:  Steve and Tessa Schmidt scaling 
the indoor climbing wall! 

Article II Study Commission Report 

  

 After two years of engagement with  
Unitarian Universalists across congregations,  
the Article II Study Commission has released the 
proposal for a newly revised Article II - our  
covenant, our purpose, and our aspirations 
(currently Principles and Sources). 

 The commission surveyed thousands of 
Unitarian Universalists, including lay members, 
religious professionals, unchurched UU's,  
General Assembly attendees, etc., and you can 
learn more about their charge, process, and steps 
going 
forward below: 

The Report is available to read here. 
 
Here is a video about the Report.  

https://www.uua.org/files/2023-01/a2sc_rpt_01172023.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zPQmvlMBUOg
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February 2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

29 

10:30AM: 

“What’s an Atheist  

Doing in a Pew?” 

led by the Reverend 

Suzanne Wasilczuk 

 

30  

   

 

 

  Women’s AA 

          6PM 

31 

 

 

 

        Qi Gong 

        6:30PM 

1 

Knitting 10AM 
 

 

 

Noon Swoon 

12pm 
 

 

 

Adult Choir 

6:30pm      

2 

 

      Tai Chi 

     6:30PM 

 

   We Rock It!  

 7PM on Zoom 

3 4 

5 

10:30AM:   

“Give Them Hope,  

Not Hell” 

led by the Reverend 

Suzanne Wasilczuk 

Sunday Potluck! 

6 

 

 

 

   Women’s AA 

          6PM 

7 

        

 

 

 

        Qi Gong 

        6:30PM 

8 

Knitting 10AM 
 

 

 

 

Noon Swoon 

12pm 
 

 

 

Adult Choir 

6:30pm      

9 

  Social Justice 

       6:00PM 

       Tai Chi 

     6:30PM 

    We Rock It!  

 7PM on Zoom 

10 11 

12  10:30AM:  

“Love, Love, Hurray for 

Love” All Ages Service 

led by the Reverend 

Suzanne Wasilczuk 

 

Soup & Nut Bread Sale! 

 

Social Justice & NAOMI  

Listening Session—

Dining Hall @ 11:45AM 

13  

Caring Committee                  

meeting 3:30PM  

 

   Women’s AA 

        6PM 

 

     Bird Club 

     6:30PM 

14 

 

    

 
         

       Qi Gong 

        6:30PM 

 

15 

Knitting 10AM 
 

 

 

 

Noon Swoon 

12pm 
 

 

 

Adult Choir 

6:30pm      

16 

 

 

 

 

      Tai Chi 

      6:30PM 

17 18 
 

Early  Risers 

@Tri-City  

Family  

Restaurant 

8:30AM 

19 

10:30AM:  

“Prayer as a [UU]  

Spiritual Discipline [?]” 

led by the Reverend 

Suzanne Wasilczuk  

 

 

20 

  Church Office  

      Closed 

 

  Women’s AA 

          6PM 

21 

 

       BOT meeting 

       6:30PM       

       

       Qi Gong 

        6:30PM 

 

22 

Knitting 10AM 
 

 

 

 

Noon Swoon 

12pm 
 

 

 

Adult Choir 

6:30pm      
 

23 

 
 

 

      Tai Chi 

     6:30PM 

 

   We Rock It!  

 7PM on Zoom 

24 

 

25 

26 

10:30AM:  

“A Matter of Virtue” 

led by Richard Olson, 

guest speaker 

 

27 

 

 

 

  Women’s AA 

          6PM 

28 

 

 

 

       Qi Gong 

        6:30PM 

1 

Knitting 10AM 
 

 

 

 

Noon Swoon 

12pm 
 

 

 

Adult Choir 

6:30pm      

2 

 

 

    Tai Chi 

    6:30PM 

 

   We Rock It!  

 7PM on Zoom 

3 4 

 



 

Office hours: Monday-Thursday, 9AM-2PM 
Please contact us to set up an appointment.  

Church phone: (715) 842-3697  |  www.uuwausau.org 
 

Board of Trustees: 

 

 

 

Minister/Staff: 

Suzanne Wasilczuk, Preacher in Residence suzwas@hotmail.com 
Brian Mason, Minister (on Sabbatical)             brian@uuwausau.org 
Jessica Zimmer, Dir. of Religious Ed. jessica@uuwausau.org 
Dänika Gibson, Congregational Admin. danika@uuwausau.org 

Margaret Jerz, Music Director                margaret@uuwausau.org  
Carolyne Powers, Membership &  carolyne@uuwausau.org 
              Involvement Coordinator                   
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