
 

    

          

            Sunday Services—September 2022  

Sunday, September 18  |  10:30AM 

Sunday Worship 

Led by the Reverend Brian Mason 

RE begins today! 

 

Sunday, September 25  |  10:30AM 

“What I Learned During OWL Training” 

Led by guest speaker Randy Jefferson 

In Randy’s words, “While Anne was immersed 

in OWL facilitator training August 19-21, 2022, 

my meanderings in the lakefront neighborhood 

of Milwaukee's First Unitarian Society provided 

inspiration for a message of serendipity, discov-

ery, and memory. The weekend's lessons  

reminded me that commonplace encounters are 

often the source for insight into the wonder of  

it all.” 

Sunday, September 4  |  9:30AM 
“Your Soul Matters: Musings and tidbits from a 

current UU Soul Matters group. And a chance to 

experience a ‘mini’ session of listening to others 

and self-reflecting.”  Led by guest speakers Anne  

Jefferson, Karen Monarski, Kate Passineau, and  

Sarah Thurs. 

Stay after this service for doughnuts and our annual 

Backpack Blessing!  

 

 

**Sunday, September 11  |  10:30AM** 

Water Communion 

Led by the Reverend Brian Mason 

We will celebrate the start of the 2022-23 church year 

with our annual Water Communion service. Please 

bring a small container of water collected from a  

special place during the summer’s travels or closer  

to home. Afterwards, we’ll gather upstairs in the  

Dining Hall for food & fellowship.  

        The Circuit Writer                      

                  
September 2022 

 

Please note: September 4th is the last of our Summer Services.   

Beginning on Sunday, September 11th, we will be gathering 

at 10:30am every Sunday morning. 
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       From a Window on Grant 

While doing research in Harvard’s library 
archives (where a lot of Universalist and Unitarian 
records are kept), I discovered that the date of UU 
Wausau’s organization isn’t 1870 as commonly  
understood (that is the date the church was formally 
registered in the Wisconsin courts). The actual date 
of organization is 1858, which makes the upcoming 
2022-23 church-year the congregation’s 165th. 

 Our church is Wisconsin’s 2nd oldest  
Universalist congregation (Racine’s was organized 
in 1842 as the Church of the Good Shepherd). 
Among Wisconsin’s historic Universalist churches, 
a roll that once boasted more than a dozen, only two  
remain: Racine’s and Wausau’s. 

 Over the years, I’ve grown proud of our 
church’s history and heritage. Many of the person-
alities that live large in the church’s archives shine 
brightly in my mind. I often find myself wondering, 
What would Mary Scholfield say? What might  
Noble McLaughlin do? What perspective would 
Judge Reid suggest?  

 All the conversations amongst lay leaders 
and clergy held around dinner and board tables 
through wars, the Depression, pandemics, and  
personal triumphs and tragedies humble me. The 
decisions made, the missions observed, the imprints 
left are uniquely Universalist. All this makes me 
wonder: Why did we add “Unitarian” to the 
church’s name? 

 My take on the decision, which took place 
decades after the 1961 merger, was that it was made 
as a respectful tip of the hat to our Unitarian fellows 
and the agreement Universalists made with them. A 
lot of Universalist churches added “Unitarian,” and 
some changed their names entirely. But if you look, 
you’ll notice that few Unitarian churches added 
“Universalist.” Did Milwaukee or Madison? Nope. 
New York City or St. Louis? Nein. Tulsa or Port-
land? Nuh-uh. There’s a reason for this: because it 
wasn’t their name. I suppose a better question to ask 
is, Why do we keep “Unitarian” in the name? 
 With or without “Unitarian,” the church  
remains a member of the Unitarian Universalist  
Association of Congregations (UUA) if we want. 
I’m not suggesting that we leave the UUA. I think 
they’re helpful. They assist with credentialing  
ministers, with managing the endowment and staff 
healthcare and retirement plans. They offer decent  

resources, but so what? Geico and Pick ’n Save are 
just as resourceful (probably even more so) for my 
family as the UUA is to churches. But we’d never 
change our name from Mason to “Mason-Geico-Pick 
’n Save”! 

 Trigger warning: I’m going to ask something 
that might be shocking. I am asking it in all serious-
ness, but primarily to spark reflection. Here it is: 
What if we dropped “Unitarian” from the church’s 
name? What if we reclaimed our Universalist herit-
age? What if we decided to honor our spiritual ances-
tors by calling ourselves what they decided to 165 
years ago?  

 After the vote to merge with the Unitarians 
was held at Wausau, then-board president Henry 
McEachron told the congregation that the merger  
for him was essentially a bureaucratic one, like where 
you buy car insurance from. What really mattered and 
what would endure, he said, was that nothing would 
change that we are a local congregation, a unique  
people—a sacred family. We’re not UUA-ers. We’re 
members of Wausau’s First Universalist Church. 
McEachron’s assurances were a splendid articulation 
of congregational polity and the sacred significance  
of the local church. 

 Ask yourself this: If in 25 years the United 
Church of Christ merges with the UUA (a legitimate 
possibility) and asks “Christ” to be added or for the 
name to be changed to something like the “Liberal 
Church of America,” will we in Wausau change our 
name to the “First Universalist Unitarian Christ 
Church of Wausau” or Wausau’s “First Liberal 
Church of America”? Precedent says we will.  

 For what it’s worth, count me as an “aye” in 
favor of returning the church’s name to its historic 
one. Let’s save ourselves five syllables every time we 
say the church’s name. Let’s save money on ink every 
time we print something with the church’s name on it. 
Let’s do it to prove we’re the non-conforming upper-
Midwesterners we claim to be. Let’s do it honor our 
spiritual ancestors and the church’s unique history 
and heritage. But what do you think? 

 Here’s to the start of the church’s 165th year. 
It’s going to be an adventure. Always is. I’m glad to 
have you as a partner on the journey.  
     

    -Brian 
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     Early Risers Meeting September 17th! 
All women of the church are invited to gather for 

breakfast and conversation!  

When: Saturday, Sept. 17th at 8:30AM  

Where: The Garden Pancake House in Schofield 
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"The windows are open, admitting the September 
breeze: a month that smells like notepaper and  
pencil shavings, autumn leaves and car oil. A 
month that smells like progress and moving on."  

–Lauren Oliver

Aaaah, September.  For some it signifies back-to-
school, for others it is just part of the ever-changing 
seasons—a time to turn off the air conditioning and 
enjoy those cool evenings, to review the year so far 
and anticipate the sprint to the holidays and 2023. 

September is the traditional beginning of the church 
year and we’d like to kick it off with a bang.  
September 11th will be the first service of the  
season and it will be a celebration!  Celebrate  
starting the year in person, with new friends and 
old. Celebrate surviving over two years with Covid 
changing the way we come together. Celebrate the 
beginning of a new, exciting RE program (starting 
September 18th!).  

After the service we invite everyone to stay for a 
delicious lunch and fellowship.  Enjoy seeing those 
we’ve missed and meeting new UUs. 

Your First UU Board has been busy this summer 
reviewing what’s been accomplished and what 
needs work.  We’ve identified goals to increase 
membership, attendance, and participation for the 
2022-23 church year.  We can’t meet those goals 
without your help.  We need volunteers to strength-
en our commitment to our mission.  Can you usher 
or greet on a Sunday morning?  Can you host  
coffee hour or a potluck?  Or teach RE?  Can you 
join the stewardship committee or the Board?  We 
are only as strong as our members and we can’t do 
it alone. 

Let’s come back from the pandemic stronger, more 
unified, more committed.  Let’s remember what we 
have been in the past and vow to surpass it. 

Your Board is ready.  Now we ask that you are, too. 

-Dawn Ashenbrenner 

From the Board Table  Community Focus Collections 
    Return This Month! 
The CFC  will have some new community  

organizations to introduce you to this year, along 
with some old, familiar organizations that are hard 
at work in our community. All are in need of your 
support, perhaps even more this year than in the 
past. We hope you'll be able to continue your  
generous support and even consider taking part in 
some workshops or doing some volunteering with 
some of these groups.  

If you aren't in church on the 3rd Sunday of 
the month you can find information about the CFC  
organization in the monthly Circuit Writer, and can 
donate online to the CFC via UU Wausau’s secure 
online giving form. (select “Community Focus 
Collection” from the drop-down list).  

Upcoming CFC dates: 
September 18th 
November 20th 

October 16th 
December 18th 

Thank you for all you do to help those in need in 
our  community.  

Roxann Bornemann 
Elizabeth Robinson 
 Joyce Schneider 

    Look to page 6 for a spotlight on this month’s 
Community Focus Collection! 

https://onrealm.org/uuwausau/-/form/give/online
https://onrealm.org/uuwausau/-/form/give/online
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“Crickets and cicadas sing a rare and different tune.”  
                -Robert Hunter 
 
I drank my morning coffee on the deck to songs of 
late summer insects.  The deck overlooks a thicket  
of speckled alder (Alnus incana).  Dominated by tall 
shrubs, speckled alder thickets are minerotrophic 
wetland communities common throughout northern 
and central Wisconsin.  Chris and I delight in the 
wetland, but we do not walk its rough terrain.    
 
Many insects, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mam-
mals do live in the thicket.  A former owner of the 
property built a boardwalk beside the house that 
chipmunks, squirrels, field mice, rabbits and weasels 
use in their comings and goings.  Most of these small 
mammalian commuters exhibit little interest in us 
humans.  However, one curious ermine, or short-
tailed weasel (Mustela erminea), has ventured  
indoors twice.  On both occasions, he quickly ran  
out the open door and disappeared back into his 
home turf.   
 
In a few weeks, the September equinox will herald 
the arrival of autumn to the northern hemisphere.  
The crickets and cicadas down in the speckled alder 
thicket will grow silent.  I will drink my morning 
coffee at the kitchen table and think about the little 
ermine, its coat gradually changing from brown to 
white, with only a splash of black on the tip of its 
quivering tail.  Then as now, I will treasure the 
“interdependent web of existence, of which we are 
all a part.” 
 
The fall equinox arrives on Thursday, September 22, 
2022, at 8:04 p.m., CDT.   
 
  With heartfelt thanks, 

  Donna Keuck for the EAG 

 
For more on speckled alder thickets and other  
Wisconsin wetlands, consider this article. 

Living Green 
 

   September CFC:  
Fill a Backpack, Fill a Need 
 
 Fill A Backpack Fill A Need (FABFAN),  
Workplace Volunteer Council’s signature  
project,  provides backpacks and school supplies 
to children entering 4K through 8th grade in  
Marathon County who qualify for free or reduced 
lunch at school. Last year over 7,500 students 
were eligible, and more than half participated, 
starting their school year off on the right foot 
with needed supplies. We all know that a bright 
future starts with a good education and having 
the right supplies is essential. This project is  
possible because of a year-round effort to collect 
supplies and monetary donations. United Way of 
Marathon County serves as the fiscal sponsor for 
Workplace Volunteer Council. Other WVC  
programs include Bare Necessities and Back to 
Basics.  
 Please join us on Sunday, September 
18th, to raise funds for this essential project—all  
plate offerings & online donations earmarked for 
“Community Focus Collection” will go to  
FABFAN.  

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/EndangeredResources/Communities.asp?mode=detail&Code=cpshr052wi
https://onrealm.org/uuwausau/-/form/give/online
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

28 

9:30AM: 

“Full Stop!” 

the Rev. Brian Mason,  

preaching 

29 

 

  

 

   Women’s AA 

          6PM 

30 

 

 

 

       Qi Gong 

       6:30PM 

 

31 

   Knitting  10AM 

 

 The New Yorker  

   Noon Swoon 

        12PM 
 

 

 

 

  Choir 6:30PM 

1 

 

 

 

      Tai Chi 

     6:30PM 

2 3 

4  9:30AM: 

“Your Soul Matters” 

led by guest speakers 

Anne Jefferson, Karen 

Monarski, Kate  

Passineau, and Sarah 

Thurs 

   Backpack Blessing! 

5 

   Church Office 

       Closed 

   

 

   Women’s AA 

          6PM 

6 

      Red Cross 

     Blood Drive    

     11AM-4PM 

 

       Qi Gong 

        6:30PM 

7 

   Knitting  10AM 

  

The New Yorker  

   Noon Swoon 

        12PM 

 

  Choir 6:30PM 

8 

 

 

 

       Tai Chi 

       6:30PM 

9 

2nd Friday 

Nighters  

at the  

Jefferson’s 

House 

6:30PM 

10 

 

 

11 

**10:30AM:** 

Water Communion  

Service 

The Rev. Brian Mason,  

preaching 

Stay after for Brunch in 

the Dining Hall!  

12   Church  

  Office   Closed 

    Caring Com. 

       3:30PM       

 Women’s AA 

          6PM 

     Bird Club                            

    6:30PM 

13 

    Church Office 

        Closed 

 

    

       Qi Gong 

       6:30PM 

 

14 Church Office 

        Closed 

   Knitting 10AM 

 

 The New Yorker  

    Noon Swoon 

        12PM 

 

      Choir 6:30PM 

15 

    

 

 

 

       Tai Chi 

      6:30PM 

16 17 

Early Risers 

8:30AM 

 

Jim Young 

Visitation & 

Memorial 

Service 2PM* 

18 

10:30AM: 

Sunday Worship 

the Rev. Brian Mason, 

preaching 

19 

 

 

 

 

  Women’s AA 

         6PM 

20 

 

    BOT meeting 

       6:30PM 

 

       Qi Gong 

        6:30PM 

21 

   Knitting 10AM 

 

 The New Yorker  

   Noon Swoon 

        12PM 

 

    Choir 6:30PM 

22 

 

 

 

       Tai Chi 

       6:30PM 

23 

 

24 

25 

10:30AM: 

“What I Learned During 

OWL Training” 

led by Randy Jefferson, 

guest speaker  

 

26 

   Church Office 

       Closed 

 

   Women’s AA 

         6PM 

27 

 

 

 

       Qi Gong 

        6:30PM 

 

28 

   Knitting 10AM 

 

 The New Yorker  

   Noon Swoon 

        12PM 

 

   Choir 6:30PM 

29 

 

 

 

 

      Tai Chi 

      6:30PM 

30  * Please see 

page 5 for 

more infor-

mation on  

Jim Young’s  

memorial 

service. 



 
 

Office hours: Monday-Thursday, 9AM-2PM 
Please contact us to set up an appointment.  

Church phone: (715) 842-3697  |  www.uuwausau.org 
 
Board of Trustees: 

 
Minister/Staff: 

Brian Mason, Minister                               brian@uuwausau.org 
Jessica Zimmer, Director of RE  jessica@uuwausau.org 
Dänika Kozlovich, Congregational Admin. danika@uuwausau.org 
Margaret Jerz, Music Director                margaretjerz1@gmail.com                          
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