The Circuit Writer - April 2021
Monthly theme: BECOMING.
What does it mean to be a people of Becoming?

Services for April 2021
April 4, 2021 | 10:30AM:
Easter Sunday
the Rev. Brian Mason, preaching
Join us for our first in-person service of 2021!
No RE classes today.

April 18, 2021 | 10:30AM:
the Rev. Brian Mason, preaching.
Children’s Chapel on Zoom at 9:30AM.

April 11, 2021 | 10:30AM:

April 25, 2021 | 10:30AM:
the Reverend Brian Mason, preaching.
Children’s Chapel on Zoom at 9:30AM.

Vonnegut Redux, Richard Olson, guest speaker.
In Richard’s words, “Author Kurt Vonnegut Jr. was born
into a family of German freethinkers, some of whom
immigrated to the USA in the mid-1800s. For lack of a
better word, he called himself a Unitarian. He also called
himself a ‘Christ-worshiping agnostic’.”
Children’s Chapel on Zoom at 9:30AM
Youth Group event, 4PM
_____________

Beginning April 4th, UU Wausau is re-opening for in-person Sunday services at 10:30AM,
unless otherwise stated. Early Sunday afternoons, a recording of the service will be posted
to our website, Facebook, and sent via e-mail.
Our podcast is available on Podbean, Spotify, and Apple Podcasts.
Sign up to receive e-mails from First UU Wausau here.
Click here to read our updated Bounce Back Plan .
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From a Window on Grant—April 2021
I am overjoyed to announce that UU Wausau is reopening for in-person
worship services beginning Easter Sunday, April 4!
The helpful Bounce Back Plan has been updated. It should answer most questions you might have
about regathering in person. It’s available on our website here. If you have concerns or questions, or
if you need assistance, please reach out to any member of the staff. We’re happy to help anytime.
It’s hard to believe church moved into an all-virtual format more than a year ago. I’m anxious and excited to see what church will be like going forward. It’s impossible to predict, but I’m eager to see
what awaits and hope you are too.

Now that we’re reopening, we need your help!
VOLUNTEERS Ushers, Greeters, Worship Associates. If you or anyone you know would like to
help bring your church back to life, please sign-up online here.
RED CROSS is hosting another blood drive at church on Monday, May 3, from 12:00-5:00, and
they need volunteers to get people checked in, to keep the snack table stocked, and to offer a bright,
warm, smiling set of eyes to the selfless donors. Sign up to help host UU Wausau’s next blood drive
here.
RE FOR CHILDREN & YOUTH will proceed mostly online as planned. If you have questions,
please reach out to the team leads.
See you (finally!) at church,

Brian

Practicing Hope Book Club – April 2021
In April and May, the Practicing Hope book club will read and discuss
Isabel Wilkerson’s Pulitzer Prize-winning book Caste: The Origins of

Our Discontent. Discussion of the first half (through chapter eighteen)
will take place on Monday, April 26, from 6-7. Discussion of the
second half will occur on Monday, May 24, at the same time.
RSVP to brian@uuwausau.org for Zoom meeting link.
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REflections

Children’s Chapel

A huge thank you to the following teams of RE vol- RE for children in Kindergarten through 6th
unteers who have assisted with Religious Education grade
this year!
Sunday mornings, 9:30 am-10:00 am
Children’s Chapel Team
Live via Zoom. Adults and families welcome!
Kate Passineau
Joni Hahn

Topics:

Sally Schmidt

April 4th: No RE, Easter

Youth Group Team
Greg Zavadoski
Jaime Rannow
Sarah Mason

April 11th: Finding your true self—Who are
you becoming?
April 18th: Becoming people of the Earth, in
honor of Earth Day
April 25th: Making Hopeful Predictions—What
does it mean to be an imaginator?

Karen Monarski

Youth Group
Soul Matters Team

RE for youth in 7th through 12th grade

Holly Briquelet Miller

April 11th, 4:00 pm-5:00 pm

Dawn Ashenbrenner

For youth and advisors only

Sheryl Hemp

Details will be emailed to registered families

What does it mean to be a people of Anti-Racism Family Story Time
BECOMING?
This is our Religious Education question for the
month of April.
Join us in the following ways this month as we explore BECOMING.

Wednesday evenings, 6:30-7:00 pm
Live via Zoom + a recording of each story
available to those unable to attend live.
We’ll use children’s picture books to start
conversations around anti-racism. Appropriate
for all ages. All are welcome. Families are
encouraged to attend together, so conversations can extend outside of our meeting times.
E-mail sallyschmidt213@gmail.com to request the Zoom link.
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From the Board Table
How is your spirit?
Whatever your quarantine experience, hopefully you've adapted to the challenges of this last
year with strength and grace. But you're not alone if you haven't. In small and large ways, our fractured community has been facing the challenges of life without their UU community. Are you eager
to return to the UU Church? Will it be difficult for us to re-adapt to church life, or will it be like coming up for air?
One of my fears is that I won’t want to return. In early quarantine, my Sundays lacked any
agenda. But as a creature of habit, I’ve filled them with new routines. What will bring me back to the
UU? I can tell you all the things I love about going to the UU church - contemplation in the pews,
connecting with acquaintances and dear friends, teaching in the classrooms, camping trips, snitching
the last lemon bar at Glorified Coffee Hour, so much more. But I’ve survived this past year without
most of those things. Why should I change back? Change is hard.
Over the past few months I’ve struggled to find my reason until I looked back at these words:
1st Principle: The inherent worth and dignity of every person;
2nd Principle: Justice, equity and compassion in human relations;
3rd Principle: Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations;
4th Principle: A free and responsible search for truth and meaning;
5th Principle: The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and in society at large;
6th Principle: The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all;
7th Principle: Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.
These principles make me excited to return to a group of people who strive to enact them. They can’t
be realized in isolation. These principles require that we create a community of people who are committed to them, who practice them every day. The community that we create has been a welcome oasis for so many of us. It can be that for so many people who haven’t yet been a part of the UU community. We will stumble, we will fail, but what we create adds so much meaning to our lives. What
we create helps people face the challenges of their lives.
So, how is your spirit? Could it use some of what we build together? Could it use that nourishment we get by living out seven principles, to the best of our abilities? Rereading these principles has
made me very eager to return to our UU Church community. I can’t wait to practice church with you.
- Josh Wright
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Adopt-a-Highway Spring Cleanup
Earth Day is April 22nd. In recognition of this, please consider joining fellow church members as we
clean up our section of highway as part of the Adopt-A -Highway program. Our section is located on
County Highway J approximately 3 miles north of the intersection of J and State Highway 52, starting at Shorthorn Road. There is ample space to park on Shorthorn Road. If we have enough volunteers, one group can start at the north end, while the other works up from the south.
In the past, this has taken only an hour or two.
As we will be walking along a highway, and with safety in mind, it is recommended that children under age 13 not participate. Be advised that the ditches are uneven ground and possibly wet. It is also
tick season. Dress accordingly. Gloves and waterproof footwear are suggested. Safety vests and garbage bags will be provided.
Date of cleanup is Saturday, April 24th starting at 9:30 A.M. Rain date to be determined.
If you have any questions please call Karen Peterson 715-573-6223 or Tim Peterson 715-573-0133.
Thanks for helping!

The Neighbors’ Place Hygiene Drive
Thank you to all who gave so generously to the hygiene drive for The Neighbors’ Place! Your gifts contributed toward 1,000 pounds of hygiene supplies raised locally during the drive, and will be distributed
to families in our area. Check out The Neighbors’ Place on Facebook to see photos and more information.

Calling all Greeters, Ushers, and Worship Associates!
With UU Wausau reopening for in-person services on Easter, we’re looking for greeters, ushers, and
worship associates! If you would like to help, please sign up here. You’re welcome to sign up for
one Sunday, or several; we have spaces available through the end of the church year. Thank you!

April Membership Anniversaries
Dawn Ashenbrenner, 20 years
Elnora Buechler, 69 years
Tom & Sara Eberlein, 40 years
Sharon Faville, 19 years

Nancy Hollis, 39 years
Mike Moen, 30 years
Karen Pleuss, 21 years
Louis & Sandra Pradt, 52 years
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From the Stewardship Committee
Greetings UU Wausau Congregants, Friends, and Supporters!
We wanted to let you know that we have achieved 90% of our Stewardship goal of $354,000. But
we’re not quite done. We’re still 10% away. And this will be our final request to you. Will you
send us an additional 10 percent? If each of us would consider writing a check for 10% of our original pledge, or increasing our monthly deduction by 10%, we can be done with this. If you made a
pledge of $750, write us a check for $75.00 and mail it in. If you pledged $2,000, send us an additional $200. Please take this request seriously and help us to finish our pledge drive. Ten percent
will do it!
We have several easy ways for you to pledge or increase your financial support to UU Wausau:
- Download a new Pledge Form here
- Request a new Pledge Form be snail-mailed or emailed to you: danika@uuwausau.org

- Give online at https://onrealm.org/uuwausau/give/online
- Text “FirstUUWausau” to 73256
We kindly thank you in advance for your generous support of this beloved church community.
- The Stewardship Committee
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April 2021
Sun

4

Mon

5

Tue

6

10:30AM: Easter
In-person service led by
the Rev. Brian Mason
No RE classes.

11

Women’s AA
6PM

12

13

18

Women’s AA
6PM

25
9:30AM: Children’s
Chapel on Zoom
10:30AM: In-person
service led by the Reverend Brian Mason

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

7

8

9

10

Anti-racism Family
Story Time:
6:30pm on Zoom

Social Justice
meeting
6:30pm on Zoom

14

15

16

17

22

23

24

29

30

Church
Office Closed.

Choir meeting
6:30pm on Zoom

19

20

9:30AM: Children’s
Chapel on Zoom
10:30AM: In-person
service led by the Reverend Brian Mason

Thu

Anti-racism Family
Story Time:
6:30pm on Zoom

9:30AM: Children’s
Chapel on Zoom

10:30AM: In-person
service led by Richard
Olson

Wed

Women’s AA
6PM

26
Practicing Hope
Book Club—6PM
RSVP to Brian
Women’s AA
6PM

BOT meeting
6:30PM
on Zoom

27

21

Anti-racism Family
Story Time:
6:30pm on Zoom

28

Anti-racism Family
Story Time:
6:30pm on Zoom

First Universalist Unitarian Church of Wausau
504 Grant Street
Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
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Office hours: Monday-Thursday, 9AM-1PM
Please contact us to set up an appointment.
Church phone: (715) 842-3697, www.uuwausau.org
Board of Trustees:

Minister/Staff:
Brian Mason, Minister
Dänika Kozlovich, Congregational Admin.
Margaret Jerz, Music Director

brian@uuwausau.org
danika@uuwausau.org
margaretjerz1@gmail.com

