
Sunday Services 

Sunday, March 19th  |  10:30AM 
“The Year to Save the Earth” 
No RE Classes 
Led by Jim Scott, guest musician 
Jim Scott, composer, guitarist, and singer, has 
been an activist for years with his songs, poetry 
and short stories that address issues of ecology, 
justice and peace, all with insight and gentle 
wit. In 2002, Jim helped create the Green  
Sanctuary program with its accompanying 
handbook for building ecological/spiritual 
awareness in church congregations. Several of 
his works appear in our choir’s repertory list! 

Sunday, March 26th  |  10:30AM 
“Religion in 51/2 Objects” 
No RE Classes 
Led by Preacher in Residence, the Rev. Suzanne 
Wasilczuk 
“re-” to do something repeatedly; “ligare”  
connection.  The roots of the word religion. 

Exploration of how we are inextricably  
interconnected, and how we recognize, 
acknowledge, and act upon those connections – 
over and over again – is the task of a liberal  
religion like ours.   How do tangible objects 
help us grasp this task?   

Sunday, March 5, 2023  |  10:30AM 
“Would You Harbor Me?” 
Potluck Sunday! 
Led by Preacher in Residence, the Rev. 
Suzanne Wasilczuk

Palestinian/American poet Naomi Shihab Nye 
writes: “The Arabs used to say/ When a stranger 
appears at your door/ feed him for three days/  
before asking who he is/ where he’s come from/ 
where he’s headed.” 

What is my sacred responsibility to the stranger?  
To the Other?  

Sunday, March 12th  |   10:30AM 
“Money Matters” 
Led by Preacher in Residence, the Rev. 
Suzanne Wasilczuk

The comedian Woody Allen tells us: “Money is 
better than poverty, if only for financial reasons.” 

What is our attitude towards money?  What is the 
role of money in our lives?  And what are the  
philosophical, the spiritual, the theological aspects 
of money that we might consider?   

 The Circuit Writer 
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                               REflections 

     On my first Sunday at UU Wausau, during my 

first Time for All Ages, I shared with everyone 

present some of my favorite things about Reli-

gious Education (RE). The list contained the time 

my 6th graders created their own religion dedicat-

ed to turtles – aptly called Turtlism. The time 

when an RE group used the example of my preg-

nant belly to talk about what expansion and con-

traction meant. Sunday mornings when a youth 

holds a door open for an elder, and when all ages 

are laughing together during the Christmas Eve 

service after all the animal costumes go missing. 

So, a polar bear, frog, and cow join Mary and  

Joseph in the manger. It is watching all ages work 

together in the kitchen for social hour and pot-

lucks, and when the 3rd graders rally around  

a peer during joys and concerns because their 

grandparent is ill or when they bust out in sponta-

neous singing of Happy Birthday because 

someone’s joy is it is their birthday that week. 

And in my time at UU Wausau that list has grown 

to include painting snowbanks with  

messages of love; all ages working a booth at 

Pride with rainbow face painting; games and  

water play at a summer gathering in the parking 

lot; playing Taco, Cat, Goat, Cheese, Pizza with 

youth group, and many, many, more.  

 As you may have noticed, a lot of these  

activities don’t take place in the hour-long  

Sunday morning program we call RE. That is  

because religious education happens in every  

corner of our congregation. 

 There is a quote attributed to Connie 

Goodbread and Susan Smith that is based on the 

work of Maria Harris that goes, “Religious Edu-

cation is all we do. Unitarian Universalism is all 

we teach. And the congregation is the curricu-

lum.” Or in other words, it’s not just the RE clas-

ses where our children and youth are learning 

from us, and it isn’t only our RE leaders who are 

teaching them. All of us teach them through the 

things we say, do, don’t do, the things we give 

importance to, and how we treat each other. It is 

through these interactions we show them what it 

means to be in community; what it means to be in 

covenantal relationship; what it means to be a 

Unitarian Universalist, and how to live out that 

faith. 

 And that’s why as part of our re-visioning 

process we are inviting everyone to participate 

whether they have children in the program or not 

and whether they have or haven’t lead children 

and youth RE. Because all of your voices matter.  

 Practically, it is your time, talents, and 

treasures that directly make these programs possi-

ble, both through pledging and volunteering. 

More importantly, at the heart, it is because we 

are exploring our hopes and dreams for the ways 

we all will get to teach and learn from each other, 

for the ways we live out our faith together, for 

what it means to belong to UU Wausau as a child, 

youth, and family, and for those things we want to 

pass on to the next generation of UUs. And there 

are no better experts on those topics than all of us.  

 If you want to make sure you are part of 

our revisioning conversation, please let one of the 

RE Team members (Sally Schmidt, Joni Hahn, 

and Greg Zavadoski) or me know. 

     In community, 

            Jes 
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Children: 

Elementary RE, March 5 & 12 

In March, our Elementary RE group will be exploring the Soul Matters theme of "Renewal" with  

stories, play, art, and more! Our Elementary RE group is open to children in grades K-6th grade and 

meets during worship on Sunday Mornings.  

Due to Spring Break Elementary RE, will not meet on Sundays March 19 and 26. Children and youth 

are invited to join their families those Sundays. 

Youth: 

Youth Group, March 5 & 12 

Our Youth Group is open to youth in grades 7-12th and meets twice a month – a Sunday morning ses-

sion, during worship, using games to explore UU themes, and a Sunday afternoon/evening session for 

"Popcorn Theology" with movie, games, food, big questions. This month, Youth Group’s movie day 

will be on Sunday, March 5, from 3:30pm-7pm, and will meet during worship on Sunday, March 12.  

Family: 

We Rock It! Book Club March Read 

Geared for tweens and their families (caregivers, grandparents, etc), we meet weekly on Thursdays at 

7:00 pm on Zoom, to discuss that month's graphic novel or chapter book. Selections explore themes of 

equity, inclusion, justice, and celebrating the diversity of differing and intersecting identities, including 

race, ethnicity, sexuality, faith, ability, class, and gender. March’s book is March's book is Attack of 

the Black Rectangles by Amy Sarig King. Email Jessica, jessica@uuwausau.org, for the Zoom link. 

We Rock It Book Club will not meet on March 23. 

Spring Adult RE Offerings: 

Register & see program details here: https://bit.ly/UUWausauAdultRESpring2023 

 Experience Small Group Ministry: 

Discussion: March 13 @ 7:00 pm 

Creativity Matters: March 27 @ 7:00 pm 

 

 **Our Whole Lives for Older Adults (50+) 

Tuesdays in April @ 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

April 4: Attitudes about Aging 

April 11: Family Matters 

April 18: Sexuality and Loss 

April 25: Body Image 
 

  Breathe Book Discussion: 

Zoom: May 17 @ 7:00 pm 

In-person: May 21 @ 11:45 am 

 Upcoming Religious Education Programming 

 Spirit In Practice: 

 Mind Spiritual Practices: April 13 @ 6:30 pm 

     Body Spiritual Practices: April 20 @ 6:30 pm 

     Soul Spiritual Practices: April 27 @ 6:30 pm 
 

 

**Except for Older Adult OWL, you do not need         

to attend all sessions of the series to participate. 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/59806035-attack-of-the-black-rectangles?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=xcC74aVcXP&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/59806035-attack-of-the-black-rectangles?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=xcC74aVcXP&rank=1
https://bit.ly/UUWausauAdultRESpring2023
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   Treasurer’s Quarterly Report to the Congregation 

1. Financial Results 1/1/2022 – 12/31/2022 

Key Annual Budget Numbers:   2022 Pledges: 

Total Income  $392,259.80  Pledges Budget   $350,000.00 

Total Expense  $389,048.27  Pledges Made (113)   $336,470.33 

Net Income                $     3,211.53  Pledges Received   $341,522.90                                                                            

 

Endowment 12/31/2022: $584,247.38      Outstanding Mortgage 12/31/2022: $124,393.23    

   

2.     In 2022, Total Income was 96.1% of budget while Total Expense was 96.6% of budget.   

    

3.    Due to losses in both the stock market and bond market in 2022, the Endowment decreased by 

$114,185.64 from 1/1/2022. Our loan payments reduced the mortgage by $8,667.12 during 2022.  

 

4.    2023 Stewardship Drive (through 2/23/2023): 

 Pledges Budget   $374,008.26 

 Pledges Made (100)   $286,380.77 

 Pledges Needed to Reach Budget $  87,627.49 

 

5. Pledges through 2/23/2023 are 76.6% of budget and 85.1% of pledges made last year.  

 

6.   The 2023 budget that was approved by the congregation targeted a 10% increase in total pledge  

dollars. Only 37 of the 96 pledges received thus far this year from pledge units pledging in 2022 were 

for increased amounts. 42 of those pledging in 2022 and 2023 maintained the same pledge. Decreased 

pledges were received from 17 pledge units. Last year, these 96 pledged $317,963.13, which is 

$33,682.36 greater than in 2023. Of the 17 who pledged in 2022 but not this year, the majority have 

moved, died, or have significant health problems that preclude pledging. The shortfall we are experi-

encing is due to increased pledge amounts for only 38.5% of the pledges received, pledges not made 

yet, and the loss of pledge units that has not been offset by new pledges.  

 

2023 pledge results for those who pledged in 2022 and new pledgers: 

Increased Pledge Amount (37)  $111,278.08 

Pledged Same Amount (42)  $117,877.69 

Decreased Pledge Amount (17)  $  55,125.00 

No Pledge Made (17)   $ 0.00  

Total Pledges (96)   $284,280.77 

New Pledgers (4)    $    2,100.00 

 

7. To close some of the gap, the board will be requesting members to increase their 2023 pledge.     

 

8.   Our Stewardship Campaign theme this year is “All In.” The board will be picking up that theme and  

            (cont.) 
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      applying it to the work that needs to be done to align what we want to be and where we want to go as  

a church with our ability to fund our dreams. This is an opportunity for our church community to 

come together to clarify our vision for our future. This effort needs the involvement of all of us: 

board, staff, and congregation. In the months ahead, the board plans to engage with members and staff 

in a collaborative endeavor to determine our congregational goals, help us set priorities for actions to 

be taken, and provide input on establishing a budget that will allow us to meet those goals.     

 

  Respectfully submitted,  

  Randy Jefferson 

  Treasurer 

  02/25/2023  

         UU Wausau, Past to Present 

                     March 14th  

 Join Carolyne Powers, Jessica Zimmer, 

and guest for an evening that surveys the heritage 

and workings of UU Wausau.  In this session, 

you will learn more about how currently this  

congregation understands the work of spiritual 

growth and social action, our worship traditions, 

how we connect and take care of each other, and 

what being “a member” entails. 

 Join us for dinner catered from Panera at 

6:30pm; the session begins at 7pm.  

 E-mail questions and RSVP to Carolyne  

Powers— carolyne@uuwausau.org 

  First Sundays Potluck—March 5th 

 

Join us after the service on Sunday, March 5th 

for our First Sundays Potluck, hosted jointly by 

members of the Board of Trustees and the  

Committee on Ministry!  Bring a dish to share, 

and join us up in the Dining Hall for food and  

fellowship.   

 

    Kyler Memorial Service 

 

 It is with great sadness that we write to 

inform you that longtime member Ollie Kyler 

died on Monday, February 20th.   Her memorial 

service will take place at UU Wausau on Satur-

day, March 18th (time yet to be announced).   

Further details will be shared as plans are made. 

 Cards for Ollie’s family may be sent to 

the following address:  

  The Kyler Family 

  1025 St. Austin Avenue 

  Wausau, WI  54403 

 March CFC—March 19th 

RISE UP is about people coming together and 

transforming not only a piece of art, but them-

selves and our community. As a non-profit group, 

the RISE UP team has been organizing since  

early 2017, planning, meeting, and connecting 

with diverse groups across Marathon County.   

To date, we have completed 4 large murals with 

Aspirus, the Enrich, Excel & Achieve Academy, 

Lakeside Recovery and the Women’s Communi-

ty.   Together we will heal, strengthen and unify 

our community through the ARTS! 

 Our February CFC raised $455 for Childcaring!  
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                           UU Wausau Social Justice 

 

 For our next UU Social Justice meeting on 
March 9th at 6 PM, Bruce Grau is going to come 
and talk to us about the Poor People's Campaign 
and the following|: 

As precious as healthcare is to us it has yet to be 
treated as a basic human right here in Wisconsin 
and across the US. 

 Because of this lack of priority millions of 
our fellow Citizens continue to suffer and die due 
to lack of appropriate healthcare. While we spend 
the most on healthcare than all  other industrial-
ized countries, our outcomes fare the worst.  

 

 With the recent bipartisan passage of the 
$1.7 trillion Omnibus bill the federal govern-
ment has now given states the go ahead to start  
eliminating people from the roles of Medi-
caid who were allowed coverage under the Public 
Health Emergency due to COVID. 

 Nationally, that will mean around 15  
million people will start losing their coverage 
starting in April.  In Wisconsin we are looking at 
about 300,000 people losing theirs.  If you feel 
this is wrong, I ask you to join our statewide effort 
to fight this! 

 The Wisconsin Poor People's Campaign ( WI 
PPC) is launching a statewide campaign demand-
ing: 

1.       Wisconsin Legislators expand  
Medicaid coverage ( adding about 
90,000 people to coverage),  
2.       Keep all current people on the rolls 
of Medicaid, and  
3.       Declare Healthcare is a Human 
Right. 

 
 

    Living Green 
 
 

 March.  North Central Wisconsin.   
Grayscale days give way to splotchy blue skies 
and patches of muddy ground.  Our hope to  
convert the side lawn into meadow takes on the 
outline of a plan.  We will leave a place in our  
regenerative landscape for a fire pit. 
 The inclination to gather around a fire is  
older than our species.  Homo erectus folks built 
campfires a million years ago.  A million years is 
hard for me to grasp.  A century is easy: my 
grandparents were living here in Wisconsin.  A 
millennium is possible:  I have stood in older  
European cathedrals and Japanese temples.  Ten 
millennia are a stretch:  Paleo-Indian bands  
wandered the Sonoran desert.  Their descendants, 
the ancient Hohokam, lived in settled villages,  
including one where the Tempe condo we once 
owned now stands.   
 The Hokoham farmed the Rio Salado/Salt 
River watershed for a thousand years (300 - 1500 
CE).  They charted the solstices and the equinox-
es.  They left calendrical markers wherever they 
went.  Some, like the impressive Casa Grande Ru-
ins National Monument, are open to the public.  
Others are known only to a few.   
 West of Gila Bend on an unnamed dirt 
track that appears on no map there stands a pile of 
carefully positioned rocks as high as a house,  
covered in Hohokam petroglyphs.  What will  
happen there at the balance point of day and night 
will be more wondrous than all the cathedrals and 
temples in the world.  I will not walk the holy 
places of the Sonoran this year, but I will light a 
fire here, where my grandparents lived, on the  
vernal equinox.  I will beat a drum.  I will dance to 
honor the sacred turnings of our planet around its 
star.   
 We hominins have been marking the  
solstices and the equinoxes for time out of mind.  
By these acts, we create ourselves anew.  The  
vernal equinox occurs on Monday, March 20, 
2023, at 4:24  p.m. (CST).  May you celebrate “the 
interdependent web of existence, of which we are 
all a part.”  
 
  With heartfelt thanks, 
  Donna Keuck for the EAG 
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                UU Wausau Passover Seder 
 

 

 UU friends, please mark your calendars 

for dinner at 6pm on Thursday, April 6, 2023 

as we come together to attend our church's first 

community Passover Seder. We will gather in 

the dining hall to share the rituals, the practices 

and the meal, of this important date in the  

Jewish calendar; the story of a people who have 

survived despite all odds – including but not 

limited to the efforts of Pharoahs, kings and  

hitlers of every variety. Participants celebrate a 

freedom they have struggled to maintain at all 

costs, dispersed across the world, for genera-

tions. 

 Applying the  UU Thanksgiving model 

used by Randy Jefferson and Sheryl Hemp, we 

will share the harrowing story of the Passover 

by that profound and comforting practice of 

reading to each other then sharing the foods and 

drink assigned to each passage. We can safely 

say that when a story has scary parts, it's better 

to have a friend right there with you. Thank you 

to Randy and Sheryl for their understanding this 

human need and putting it into practice 

 Following this ceremony, we will have 

the chance to eat together, something at which 

UUs are expert. Our menu will have vegetarian 

and meaty options, some provided by the  

committee, the rest via that UU classic - a  

potluck! - for sides and salads. 

     Update on Best Practices for Pollinators 2023 – Registration Fee Waived for UU Members 

Please feel free to join the virtual conference on March 7-9 for free.  Carolyne Powers’ sister is the 
Executive Director and has waived the fee for any UU members who are interested.    All you need to 
do is e-mail carolyne@uuwausau.org with your name, email, city, state, zip code.   
The Virtual Schedule is loaded with interesting topics and speakers including Pollinator Conservation, 
Restoring Ecosystems, Planning, Planting and Managing Prairie, Regenerative Agriculture, Effective 
Highway Habitat, Roadside Vegetation, Native Bee Nesting, Bumble Bee Atlas, Grassland Butter-
flies, Pollinators in Paradise, Habitat Restorations, Pesticide Reduction, Grazing Habitats, Pasture and 
Cover Crops, Grow you Own, Native Plant Propagation, If it Bugs Bugs, It Bug Birds, Non-Chemical 
Habitat.  The speakers are qualified Conservation Specialists, Biologists, Engineers, Agroecologist, 
Professors and the list goes on! 

Go to this link for more detail on the conference:  https://pollinatorfriendly.org/summit 

https://pollinatorfriendly.org/summit


 
 

THANK YOU to all who have pledged. 
We truly appreciate your generosity  

& commitment to UU Wausau. 
 
 

While we are just past  
75% of our 2023 fundraising goal,  

there are only 8 pledges not received from 
those who pledged last year.  

 
That means a likely budget shortfall. 

 

 

How LUCKY are we that a generous donor has agreed to  

match up to $10,000 for additional pledges  

above what was already pledged thus far for 2023. 

 
Let’s make your extra donation dollars count DOUBLE 
and raise another $20,000 yet for the Church 
to help address our core Operations needs! 
 

Is it possible for you to please increase your 2023 Pledge? 
 
Or if you haven’t yet pledged, turn in your 2023 Pledge Form  
and it will be DOUBLED! 
 
Ask Danika for a Pledge Form or download a 2023 Pledge Form to help the church secure 
these additional much-needed funds at: uuWausau.org/online-giving 

 

Thank you greatly for your continued support of our beloved Church! 
 
In appreciation, 
 
Carl Drake, Sarah Thurs, & Marsha Fitzgerald 
Your 2023 Stewardship Committee 

https://uuwausau.org/online-giving/
https://uuwausau.org/online-giving/
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       The Seven Principles of UU Congregations 
 

Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm and promote seven Principles, 

which we hold as strong values and moral guides. We live out these  

Principles within a “living tradition” of wisdom and spirituality, drawn 

from sources as diverse as science, poetry, scripture, and personal  

experience. 

As Rev. Barbara Wells ten Hove explains, “The Principles are not dogma or 

doctrine, but rather a guide for those of us who choose to join and participate 

in Unitarian Universalist religious communities.” 

1st Principle: The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

 

2nd Principle: Justice, equity and compassion in human relations; 

3rd Principle: Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual 

growth in our congregations; 

4th Principle: A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

5th Principle: The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process 

within our congregations and in society at large; 

6th Principle: The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice 

for all; 

 

7th Principle: Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which 

we are a part. 

   
               -from www.uua.org  

https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/sources
https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/principles/1st
https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/principles/2nd
https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/principles/3rd
https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/principles/4th
https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/principles/5th
https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/principles/6th
https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/principles/7th
http://www.uua.org
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March 2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

26 

 

 

 

27  

   

 

 

   

28 

 

 

 

 

1 

Knitting 10AM 
 

 

 

Noon Swoon 

12pm 
 

 

 

Adult Choir 

6:30pm      

2 

 

      Tai Chi 

     6:30PM 

 

   We Rock It!  

 7PM on Zoom 

3 4 

5 

10:30AM:   

“Would You Harbor Me?” 

led by the Reverend 

Suzanne Wasilczuk 

Sunday Potluck! 

Youth Group Movie 

3:30-7PM 

6 

 

 

 

   Women’s AA 

          6PM 

7 

        

 

 

 

        Qi Gong 

        6:30PM 

8 

Knitting 10AM 
 

 

 

 

Noon Swoon 

12pm 
 

 

 

Adult Choir 

6:30pm      

9 

  Social Justice 

       6:00PM 

       Tai Chi 

     6:30PM 

    We Rock It!  

 7PM on Zoom 

10 11 

12   

10:30AM:  

“Money Matters” 

led by the Reverend 

Suzanne Wasilczuk 

 

 

 

 

13  

 

 

 

 

   Women’s AA 

        6PM 

 

14 

 

    

 
         

       Qi Gong 

        6:30PM 

 

15 

Knitting 10AM 
 

 

 

 

Noon Swoon 

12pm 
 

 

 

Adult Choir 

6:30pm      

16 

 

 

 

 

      Tai Chi 

      6:30PM 

17 18 

Early Risers 

@ Tri-City 

8:30AM 
 

Kyler Memorial 

Service 

 

Jim Scott Concert  

7:30PM 

19 

10:30AM:  

“The Year to Save the 

Earth” 

led by Jim Scott, guest 

musician 

CFC Sunday 

No RE Classes 

20 

   

 

 

  Women’s AA 

         6PM 

21 

 

      BOT meeting 

       6:30PM       

       

       Qi Gong 

        6:30PM 

 

22 

Knitting 10AM 
 

 

 

 

Noon Swoon 

12pm 
 

 

 

Adult Choir 

6:30pm      
 

23 

 

 

 

 

 

      Tai Chi 

     6:30PM 

24 

 

25 

26 

10:30AM:  

“Religion in 5 1/2  

Objects” 

led by the Rev.  

Suzanne Wasilczuk 

No RE Classes 

 

27 

 

 

 

  Women’s AA 

          6PM 

28 

 

 

 

       Qi Gong 

        6:30PM 

29 

Knitting 10AM 
 

 

 

 

Noon Swoon 

12pm 
 

 

 

Adult Choir 

6:30pm      

30 

 

 

    Tai Chi 

    6:30PM 

 

   We Rock It!  

 7PM on Zoom 

31  

 



 

Office hours: Monday-Thursday, 9AM-2PM 
Please contact us to set up an appointment.  

Church phone: (715) 842-3697  |  www.uuwausau.org 
 

Board of Trustees: 

 

 

 

Minister/Staff: 

Suzanne Wasilczuk, Preacher in Residence suzwas@hotmail.com 
Brian Mason, Minister (on Sabbatical)             brian@uuwausau.org 
Jessica Zimmer, Dir. of Religious Ed. jessica@uuwausau.org 
Dänika Gibson, Congregational Admin. danika@uuwausau.org 

Margaret Jerz, Music Director                margaret@uuwausau.org  
Carolyne Powers, Membership &  carolyne@uuwausau.org 
              Involvement Coordinator                   
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