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February 10:30AM Services at UU Wausau

February 3
- Poetry Sunday: Mary Oliver
The Rev. Brian Mason

On January 17, the beloved poet Mary Oliver
died. Throughout her long and successful career
she would pen poems
abundance and
precious place in it. Her poems are read in
worship services, at weddings, before family
meals, and at the graveside. This Sunday we will
weave our way through several of t
Oliver’s poems a
what Margalit Fox, in the New
York Times, described as her
ability to knit
primal joy and the primal

mel ancholy of being al

February 10

-This I Believe

Holly Briquelet Miller, Tim Peterson,

and Julie Trombley

The late-Reverend Max A. Coots, long-time minis-

ter of our church in Canton, New York, once said
Unitarian Universalism isn’t a religion, per se, but
an approach to it; we UUs engage our faith with all
our humanity, embracing it as life embraces us:
with mystery and surprise, and joy and sorrow.
Please join us this Sunday morning to hear as
three members share their spiritual testimonies
and stories about their life and faith.
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February 17
-Questions for the Minister
The Rev. Brian Mason

Inter-generational Service

t h a Every yeqr thechildrenand youth of quicongre-
humanki nd gasionpupnaiteuestiongtethe minister on topics

ranging from his opinion on Crocs to what was the
most embarrassing moment of his life, not to

mention inquires about the meaning and purpose
of life. Please join us for this inter-generational tra-

e difioa wheneverything is questioned and almost

nothing is answered.

Februagy 24 ' "

i VAECrisis of Faith

The Rev. Brian Mason

| experience life through my faith. The world
shines through in senses and seasons, and love
and life, and yes, even death. My faith is some-
times hearty and other times thin. It is there

with the best of me and also with the worst. My
faith is there when | read the morning paper

and walk the halls of hospitals. | cry tears
through my faith and make a marriage with it at
the same time. Let us gather this morning for a
conversation about faith, the practice, and crises
of it.
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From a Window on Grant | am so proud of our history and heritage. But |
refuse to rest on its laurels. As members of this

‘ | remember visiting with a home- church and community we have a responsibility

bound congregant a couple of to uphold our principals, preserve the integrity

4 what life was like when he moved gift it to the generations of people who will call

@itOWausal_umanydecadgsago_He this their spiritual home
. _arrived with the ink on his curious, in what ways can we be the church that
diploma still drying. Eager and filled with big continues to make a difference? How can we

ideas, he had no way of knowing that a long and  ensure we walk the walk while talking the talk?
love-filled marriage awaited, nor could he have

known the success he’'d W&ath pr ot : > or
the sorrows that were to come. .
Brian

Somewhere in that conversation we got on the

topic of the duties and responsibilities of citizen-

ship. Citizenship, at |l east in
something inherited or applied for, though it is

that in a simple, legalistic sense. I like to think of

citizenship as something enacted. Good citizens

do more than just pay their taxes and vote, stand  Office Space

for the national ant hhem,..,and s,hout . Al
. Did you Know thatoFebruar is I\H:\tlonaﬁNed-
every four years when the Olympics are on. Good dingyMonth? Here at UU V\yausau we rely on

frlltézﬁgﬁbrrrti\r:f §|r|s Cg:)thl'es aArrgeeml:Jaarll rtﬁEUb;Eégzle wedding rentals to help boost our annual budg-
peop qua’, tney et. Although most brides and grooms

the fundamental truth t.hat al[ people deserve choose our beautiful sanctuary, those
freedom and a happy life. Wise people know that who are having smaller weddings

citizenship demands duty, responsibility. gravitate toward the open and sunny v

Membership in anything comes with a cost; it atrium.

comes with responsibilities. Sometimes Since our renovation of Yawkey Hall

membership requires nothing more than a few and the adjoining bathroom, our wedding rent-

bucks a month like a gym membership. But als have increased. The new large bathroom off

there are other memberships, like membership of Yawkey is considered a
to a nation, which we call citizenship, and this room” and has plenty of s
demands much more than money. It demands lighting for brides to get ready for their special

action. moment.

This congregant told me that when he got to This year, we have already had 2 weddings here
Wausau, he made a personal commitment to at UU Wausau, and have 5 more scheduled, as

belonging to an organization that had a positive well as 2 scheduled for 2020.
impact on the community and the people there-

in. His search led him to the First Universalist If you know of someone looking for the perfect
Unitarian Church. He said he stayed here place to tie the knot, let them know that UU
throughout his working life because this church Wausau has everything they need to make their
actually made a difference; members helped day special. :

build homes for the homeless, cook meals for the  gee you in church!
hungry, give shelter to the cold, and rest for the

weary. They performed their membership in the AnJ|

world; they enacted their citizenship.



REflections

| want to officially welcome and
thank two new teachers who
recently joined a Sunday morning
teaching team—Joni Hahn and
Jefferson Le. They will both be

teaching in the 4t-6t grade classroom. Teaching
teams through the end of the year will be as

follows:

4K-1st grade:

Kara LaFrombois, LeeAnn Venne,
Karen Peterson, Christina Priewe

2nd-3rd grade:

Kim Casey, Sarah Mason, Sally Schmidt,
Meg Peterson

4th-6th grade:

Sarah Thurs, Theran Peterson, Joni Hahn,
Jefferson Le

7th & 8t grade OWL:

Josh Wright, Melissa Goessl -Heiser,

Mandy Wright, Julie Trombley

High School:

Jaime Rannow, Karen Monarski, Kate
Passineau, Greg Zavadoski

Sunday morning RE

amazing volunteers, for all that you do!

Julie

February RE Schedule
February 31—Regular classes

February 10—Regular classes

February 12—No RE classes—ntergenerational

Service, “Ask the Mi

February 24th—Regular classes

Adult Religious Education

Mi ni ster 6s

Book CIl ub:

Wednesday, February 27, 6:30-8:00 p.m. OR

Thursday, February 28t 12:00-1:30 p.m.

Discussing Why Religion? By Elaine Pagels.

Please register with Brian at (715) 8423697 or

brian@uuwausau.org.

Exploring Contemplative Practices:

Saturdays, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., beginning
February 2314, In our hectic day-to-day lives we

all need opportunities to intentionally slow
down. This five-week workshop series will
introduce you to a different Contemplative
Practice each week.

You

to learn about and then try the practice, in each

wor kshop. You’ Il

| eave

knowledge and the ability to add the practice to

your own personal toolbox of Contemplative

Practices. Each workshop will be led by a

member of our congregation. Registration is not
required. Contact Julie at julie@uuwausau.org

with questions. Current schedule as follows:

February 231d: Meditation as a Contemplative

Practice, by Julie Trombley

March 2nd: Labyrinths as a Contemplative

March 9t: Drumming as a Contemplative
Practice, by Margaret Jerz

cl ass efcticd, byMadueritd Dothélly POossi bl e

without the amazing volunteers who put their
time and talents toward prepping lessons and
connecting with children and youth. Thank you,

March 16%: Collage as a Contemplative Practice,
by Sarah Mason
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News for UUs

12 Days of Valentines - Wisconsinds Fish are in
A tisket, a ta ’ a fteard thel FAcs frdmfRetired DNR Fisheries
your Valentine basket? Biologist Frank Pratt
Shareloveon12days|ead.ing Wisconsin's waterways ar.
up to Valentine bc}(lr fish are in real trouble. Frank Pratt will

putting useful or thoughtful share the results of 38 years of research on our

!Lem; (Stgtgeit_eﬂ list a\r/a”%ble)Sh e some cheer "Vers, streams and lakes to help us understand
in a basket which we provide. Share some cheer 5" oa ose waters today

. p : happening in t
in the “dead of winter o gt B e ff vou Gals

another as well as your own. about the future of Wi sca

Sign out a basket with a list of possible small hear what he has to say. Afterwards, we will talk

items at church on February 3. Return your about what each of us can do to make a differ-

basket to church by Sunday, February 10 and the ence. The love our state has for fish and fishing

Ari Schmidt Fund Committee will find a unites people from all walks of life, cultures and

recipient through local social service agencies the political spectrum.

and deliver it in time for Valentine’s Day. Sh

some cheer in the “deadfedapeHqtepubdlicy o warm the

heart of another as well as your own. February 26 , 7 p.m., UW Center for Civic
Engagement, Wausau

Wausau Bird Club ngruary 27 , 6:30 p.m., Mead Wildlife Center,

Milladore

On Monday, February 4, the Wausau Bird Club .

will meet at UU Wausau at 6:30PM. Bob and February 28 , 6 p.m., T.B. Scott Free Library,

Hiroko Sanders will present bird photos from Merrill

their travels. All are welcome. Sponsored by WI PPS and
Lobby

Buying or Selling a Home?

Long-time UU Wausau member and local Real-
tor, Lisa Lopez , has an exciting offer! When
you Lisa and her company, AmaxImmo, for
your real estate needs, the company will donate
5% of its proceeds to our church, or a nonprofit
organization of your choice. Call Lisa at 715846
-5340 or check out the flyer in the atrium for
more information.
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Circle of Life

Jeff Krause
19512019
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The Board Table
Greetings friends,

Without the benefit of snow, winter is a grim
companion. | love the quilt snow provides the
land. It reveals contours previously unseen. So
too with other senses. There is a palpable change
in sound and smell | find appealing. When the
snows finally arrive, (I have faith!) I will greet
them with snowshoes on my feet and gratitude

in my heart.

Together the Trustees are working to establish
near and long-term goals, set the

' annual calendar, and fill a vacant

| | seat on the Board of Trustees. A re-
l view of fiscal year 2018 reveals we
.| finished with  performance slight-
M |y better than anticipated. Expens-
es were a little down, and collections were a little
up. Current pledges for 2019 are coming in near
expectations, though we are monitoring closely
as we need them to be  slightly up from they
are now. We are collaborating in workshop with
Rev. Wayne Arnason on Saturday, January 26.
We expect to gain insights into goal setting and
execution.

ALove is the spirit of
its law; this is our great covenant: to dwell to-
gether in peace, to seek the truth in love, and to

hel p one James YihBlake, 5394

Love is the spirit of this church. It is what binds
us. It compels us to listen. It compels us to learn.
Love enables us to forgive. Love provides the
sustenance for our community to grow.

Love without service is incomplete. Service
provides the vehicle to deliver love. It makes the
communication of love possible. It is the light in
the dark. Service in the name of love creates
empathy that will sustain itself and propagate
more love. To serve with love. To help one
another. To seek truth in love. To dwell together
in peace.

| think this is the greatest aspect of our UU.
Every member | meet practices these senti-
ments, though none of us are perfect in our
practice, all aspire to be so, and in the consistent
practice we serve and are served in kind. | am
grateful for the opportunities the UU provides in
faith, outreach, and community. We have so
many ways to share our love together. Thank
you for everything you contribute to our
community.

Jody Maier
Board of Trustees Vice President

AS THE WILD WIND BIT ES
BY BEN SOULE

Let us hold a quiet moment together as our chalice is lit.

As the wild wind bites, so does the still flame warm us.

As the deep snows block our doors, so does the gentle flame bring us out.

As the crackling cold air stops our breath, so does the radiant flame draw from us

the words we need to give and to receive:

words of greeting, words of comfort, words of solace,
words to challenge our minds and words to bring us to action.

Let us gaze upon this our common flame,

so that we remember who we are and what we can do

when we are together.
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Unld er t Thre BigTHETCGIBCéJSIS COMI NG TO FIR

Mar k your Saaluerdéedygr, fAdwirl thi,s & e
Goods & Services Auction.

as we-r i

Come one, come al |l §
ndrai sing f

spectacle of fu

Enjoy heavy hors d'oeuvres & yunm

We promise a great assortment of
(but NO creepy clowns! ).

This wonderful eveningteflieag)jnl

" mer riment, and more happens ever

20019 AUCt|0ntiFrrnle’quﬁla|n%\§rand ol @ athWWIthi ends

April 27 at 6:00 p.m. services, invitations to event s,
Silent Auction.

Under the big top, youdll find sideshows of al/l

manner (but NO creepy clowndéhamae, ewelrly, rpeamghaps

UU community perforwsrietsacspelf|l suppiong ) nlgi glou on

on your s.
The proceeds from the 2019 awuction wil/ hel p con
a funhwdy fexpaowmded programs, expanded outreach,

commumaingly panded c¢ oMAnsdciaoluosnnge stshe way . exwanhleme ftuom !t

We have an ambitious fundraisMOlWfchboath membwesr a
donate goods, skiddmsd dt meres shi anadn syeown cefsf erin
i nclude:

T GUI DED OUThN&$ ng, camping, canoeing, boat picr
T THEME DI NNER&Ii , Finnish, Il ndi an, Mystery, Val e
1T FOODdesameorntt h, soup/ bread Sunday suppers, cooki
T AEDUAI NMENTO0O HWHENTaS | essons, da-cewketgasbtrieng | poac

gol f | essons, music | essons)

T HELPFUL SERYlAaCHSENntry, tutoring, | egal service:

handyman hel p)

T COTTAGE OR VEHI CLE USE
T GOODGSar twor k, jewelry,-of hmwometrh ,f Ipoovietrerbyou aumei g
I n adgot i ooyl d solicit | ocal vendors for items or

Pl ease consider any way you might Jeony rPlaltaen (ti
(GCPhel an@m&illA.6B8ARrH .

Webre | ooking for people to join thapAudticom aCom
Our next Auction Committee pl Sumdmag, mEebrwmar widd

THANK YOUé Wedre | ooki ngf Ifyoirnwgaredv etnot 'a d a
( And, -omeklaly,, osi nce wedre an inclusive church


mailto:GCPhelan@gmail.com

February 2019 Calendar

2 Sat
3 Sun

4 Mon

5 Tue
6 Wed

7 Thu

9 Sat
10 Sun

11 Mon
12 Tue
13 Wed

14 Thu
16 Sat

4:00PM Buddhist Meditation |17 Sun 10:30AM Church Service
10:30AM Church Service 12:30PM Youth Group
11:45AM First Sunday Potluck 6:00PM Overeaters Anon
3:30PM Yoga 18 Mon 6:00PM Women’ s AA
6:00PM Overeaters Anon 7:00PM Amnesty 1| n
6:00PM Women’ s AA|19 Tue 6:00PM People/Power of Love
6:00PM Social Justice Mtg 6:30PM Board of Trustees
6:30PM Wausau Bird Club 6:30PM Qigong

6:30PM Qigong 20 Wed 10:00AM Shawl Time

10:00AM Shawl Time 4:00PM People/Power of Love
4:00PM People/Power of Love 5:00PM Proud Theater
5:00PM Proud Theater 6:30PM Adult Choir Practice
6:30PM Adult Choir Practice |21 Thu 6:00PM Unity Project

6:00PM Unity Project 6:30PM Tai Chi

6:30PM Tai Chi 6:30PM Movies with Meaning
4:00PM Buddhist Meditation |23 Sat 4:00PM Buddhist Meditation
10:30AM Church Service 24 Sun 9:00AM Auction Meeting
3:30PM Yoga 10:30AM Church Service
6:00PM Overeaters Anon 6:00PM Overeaters Anon
6:00PM Women’ s AA|25 Mon 6:00PM Women’' s AA
6:30PM Qigong 26 Tue 6:30PM Qigong

5:00PM Proud Theater 27 Wed 5:00PM Proud Theater
6:30PM Adult Choir Practice 6:30PM Adult Choir Practice
6:30PM Tai Chi 6:30PM Mi ni ster’ s
8:00AM Women' s Ea|28 Thu 12:00PM Mi ni ster’ s
4:00PM Buddhist Meditation 6:30PM Tai Chi

v Kim & Dean Day, 9 years. Wayne & Mary Pierce, 7 years. N >

Happy Membership Anniversary!

Russ & Linda Forbess, 43 years. Brad Schmicker & Sarah Rudolph, 24 years.
Glen & Mary Beth Moberg, 22 years. Jeanette Johnson, 20 years.
Lisa & Tammy Rajek, 16 years. Anji Spialek, 9 years.

Tami & Graham Coulson, 6 years. Lila Hobson, 6 years. il A
Donna Allgood, 5 years. Jeanine Sewell, 5 years.
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Office Hours: Tue-Thu, 9AM-2PM
(715) 842-3697, www.uuwausau.org

Board of Trustees:
Kevin Briquelet-Miller, President
brigmillers@aol.com

Jody Maier, Vice President
jody.maier@wausausupply.com

Sheryl Hemp, Secretary wishemp@aol.com
Tim Peterson timnp67@aol.com
Joyce Kurth joyce.kurth@gmail.com
Josh Wright joshuawright888 @gmail.com
Heather Busig hbusig@gmail.com
Karen Monarski krmoni12@gmail.com
Staff:

Brian Mason, Minister brian@uuwausau.org
Anji Spialek, Administrator anji@uuwausau.org
Julie Trombley, Dir. RE julie@uuwausau.org

Margaret Jerz, Music Dir. margaret@uuwausau.org




